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CONFIDENTIAL TEGUCIGALPA 5556 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, HO, ES 

SUBJECT: CONTINUING REACTION TO BORDER INCIDENT 

REF: (A) TEGUCIGALPA 5505 (DTG 231701Z NOV 77), (B) SAN SALVADOR 
5428 (DTG 232225Z NOV 77) 

1 . ARMED FORCES ISSUED ANOTHER COMMUNIQUE (NO. 1 14) DENYING 

GOES ACCUSATIONS OF HONDURAN VIOLATION OF SALVADORAN TERRITORY, 
ESPECIALLY AN ALLEGED SECOND INCURSION. COMMUNIQUE EXPRESSES 
ARMED FORCES "SURPRISE" THAT GOES MADE THESE CHARGES WHEN MEDIATION 
AGREEMENT RATIFICATIONS WERE BEING EXCHANGED AND REPEATS THAT 
THE ONLY INCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED WAS THAT DESCRIBED IN PREVIOUS 
COMMUNIQUE (REF A). 

2. PUBLIC REACTION IN GENERAL HAS BEEN SIMILAR TO THAT 

ALREADY REPORTED. TWO NEWSPAPERS EDITORIALIZED ON THE "SUSPICIOUS 
TIMING" OF THE INCIDENT, IMPLYING THAT IT SOMEHOW DUE TO SALVADORAN 
PLANS TO DELAY NEGOTIATIONS OR WORSE. 
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3. AS MEMBER OF THE OAS OBSERVER TEAM TOLD EMBOFF THAT THE INCIDENT 
TOOK PLACE IN THE DISPUTED ZONE (WHICH THE GOES HAS ALWAYS 
IDENTIFIED PUBLICLY AS SALVADORAN), WHERE NO MILITARY PATROLS 

ARE SUPPOSED TO ENTER. HE ADDED THAT THE DEAD CAMPESINO 
WAS NOT A NEWCOMER TO THE AREA. HE WAS A LONG-TIME RESIDENT 
AND UNARMED, EXCEPT WITH A MACHETE. HOWEVER, HE ALSO 
CONFIRMED THAT THE GOH HAS LONG BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT 
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THE INFILTRATION OF SALVADORAN SETTLERS, UNDER GOES 
AUSPICES, INTO THE DISPUTED AREASAND HAD RAISED THE ISSUE 
WITH THE OAS AT THE NOVEMBER 15 MEETING, AS DESCRIBED 
IN COMMUNIQUE NO. 113. 

4. COMMENT: NO QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN RAISED IN PUBLIC ABOUT THE 
ACCURACY OR INACCURACY OF EITHER GOVERNMENT S STATEMENTS, ALTHOUGH 
SOMETHING IS OBVIOUSLY AMISS. THE ASSUMPTION HERE IS THAT 

THE GOH IS TELLING THE TRUTH. AND THE GOES IS NOT, AGAIN 
DEMONSTRATING DEEPLY FELT EMOTIONS JUST UNDER THE SURFACE. 

THESE EMOTIONS MAY BE STRONGER THERE THAN IN SALVADOR 
BECAUSE GOH DOES NOT HAVE DIFFICULT AND DISTRACTING 
INTERNAL PROBLEMS FACED BY GOES AND HONDURANS FEEL 
THEMSELVES THE AGGRIEVED, ATTACKED PARTY. 

5. EMBASSY HAS NO INDICATION THAT EITHER GOVERNMENT WAS 
ACTUALLY SEEKING A CONFRONTATION. IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE 
HONDURAN PATROL WENT LOOKING FOR ILLEGAL SETTLERS AND 
BECAME LOST, AS SUGGESTED BY COL. CARDONA (REF A), AND 
THOUGHT IT WAS IN HONDURAS. GOES COMMUNIQUE ACCUSING 
HONDURAS OF TERRITORIAL VIOLATION (DESCRIBING DISPUTED 

ZONE AS SALVADORAN) THEN FOLLOWED. OAS OBSERVER DESCRIPTION 
OF EVENTS SEEMS TO CONFIRM RELATIVELY LESS EFFECTIVE 
EXERCISE OF TROOP CONTROL BY GOH (REF B). INCIDENT 
CONTINUES UNDER INVESTIGATION BY OAS, ALTHOUGH ITS REPORT 
WILL REFLECT PARA 3 ABOVE. HOPEFULLY TENSIONS WILL THEN 
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EASE, AS NEGOTIATIONS GET UNDERWAY. END COMMENT. 

JARAMILLO 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BORDER INCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 28-Nov-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TEGUCI05556 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770440-0359 

Format: TEL 

From: TEGUCIGALPA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771 1 1 1/aaaaajit.tel 

Line Count: 96 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: e45f350f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 TEGUCIGALPA 5505 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26-Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 41 8446 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONTINUING REACTION TO BORDER INCIDENT 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, HO, ES 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/e45f350f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



